39-. A method according to cla i m 3 1, further comp r isi n g the steps of: 

providing a s e nsible co lorant un if orml y dist rib uted within the c a mple, said sensible 

colorant having a sig n al to concentration ratio; - 

providing as a p o rt o f said information used in the performance of the one or more 

5 t e sts, a first s pa tia l location for locating a first sample field, a s e cond spatial location for 

loca t in g a s e con d sample field, and a g e ometric charact e ristic positioned within one of said first 

or second sample fields, said characteristic having a height; - 

positioning said field illuminator to align with s ai d first sp a tial location; 

imaging said first sample field; 

10 positioning said field illuminator to align with said first second location; 

imag in g said second sample field; 

det e rmin i ng said volume of on e of said first or second sam pl e fiel d s using said images 

of sa id fi rst and second sample fields, said h ei ght o f said geometric fea tur e, and sa i d signal to 
concentration ratio. 
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40, A m eth o d for testing a sample of bi o logi c flu id, com p rising th e steps of: 

providing a con ta iner for hold i ng th e sa mple, said c ontain e r having a chamber with a 

fi r st wall and a transpar e nt second wall; ' 

l o cating o n e or more features at s p atial locations within said cha mber, e ach s ai d featu r e 

5 being o perable to enable th e testing of the sample: 

depositi ng s aid samp l e within sa i d chamb e r, wher ei n said sampl e qu i esc e ntly r esi des in 

sa i d chamber thereafter; 

providing a re ade r modul e which rec e iv e s sa i d container, said r ea d e r module including a 

field illuminator for selectively illuminating one or more fields of the sample, each said sample 
10 field having a known or ascertainable area: 

positioning said fiel d illumin at or t o align with caid spatial location of said f ea ture; 

selectively imaging one of said sample fields which contains said feature using said field 

illuminator. 
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41 . An apparatus for testing a sample of biologic fluid, said apparatus comprising: 

a container having a chamber for quiescently holding the sample during the test, one or 

more features operable to enable the testing of the sample, wherein at least one of the one or 
more features is positioned at a known spatial location within the chamber, and a label 
5 containing information which is used in the performance of one or more tests on the sample, 
wherein the information includes the spatial location of the at least one feature located within 
the chamber: and 

a reader module operable to perform the testing of the sample, wherein the reader 

module includes: 

10 a label reader for reading the label, and thereby accessing the information 

including the spatial location of the at least one feature located within the chamber: 

a field illuminator for selectively illuminating a field of the sample quiescently 

residing within the chamber, wherein the sample field has a known or ascertainable 
area: and 

15 a positioner, which is operable to selectively change the position of one of the 

chamber or the field il luminator relative to the other of the chamber or the field 
illuminator, to align the field illuminator with a field of the sample in which the at least 
one feature at a known spatial location within the chamber is positioned . 



20 42 . The apparatus of claim 41 . wherein the reader module further comprises: 

an image dissector, for con verting an image of light passing through or emanating from 

each sample field into an electronic data format useful for test purposes. 

43. The apparatus of claim 41. wherein the reader module further comprises: 

25 means for determining one of a through-plane thickness or a volume of th e sample 

field. 
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